
The Gobrecht Journal Database

by

Dick Osburn

For the last several months I have been developing a database which can serve

as a quick reference to articles that have appeared in the Gobrecht Journal since

its inception in 1 974. Thefollowing paragraphs describe the database, the resulting

capabilities, and the services that are available to LSCC nriembers.

CONTENT

The database contains one or more lines of data for each article, letter. Editor's

insert, or photograph which has appeared in the journal. A part of this listing from

Volume Two is given on the next page. The individual data fields provided for each

line are defined as follows:

1. DEN - This gives the denomination of the coin discussed in the article. The
numbers 5, 10, 20, 25, 50, and 100 are used to indicate half dimes, dimes,

twenty cent pieces, quarters, half dollars, and Seated dollars respectively. The
number 1 01 is used to distinguish Trade dollars from Liberty Seated dollars.

2. DATE - This gives the date of the coin discussed in the article.

3. MINT - This gives the mintmark of the coin discussed in the article.

4. ARTICLE - This is the title of the article as it appears in the journal. Letters to the

Editor are titled as such, with an appropriate descriptive title added to identify

the subject of the letter.

5. SUBJECT - Usually blank, this is used to classify articles on a particular subject;

for example. Errors, Counterfeits, or History.

6. JOURNAL DATE - This is the date of the issue in which the article first appeared.

7. AUTHOR - This is the author's name.

8. COLLVOL - This is the number of the Collective Volume in which the article was
appeared.

9. PAGE - This identifies the first page of the article in the Collective Volume.

1 0. PICTURE - A "YES" indicates that the article included one or more pictures of

the coin.

Most articles focus on a particular coin. Therefore, a combination of the DEN,
DATE and MINT columns will describe all of the key features of this coin except the

variety. If a reference is made to more than one coin within a single article, the entry

is repeated until all coins mentioned within the article are listed in the database. By
using this repetitive approach, I can ensure that any sort of the database on a
particular coin will find all articles which reference that coin.

Many articles are generic with respect to one or more of the three key categories.

The term "General" is used in these cases. For example, an article which discusses
New Orleans coinage of 1 854 would be listed as "General" in the DEN column while

the DATE and MINT columns would be listed as 1 854 and O respectively. The same
article might also be represented by an entry for the 1 854-0 quarter if it contained

information specifically describing that coin.
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SPECIFICATIONS

The database is maintained as an Excel 3.0 spreadsheet on an IBM-compatible
personal computer(PC). The particular PC on which I've done the work is a 486/66
megahertz machine with 1 6 megabytes of memory, running Windows 3.1 . Although
I haven't specifically tried it, I believe the resulting file could be read by an equivalent

IBM-compatible PC running Lotus 1 -2-3 or by an equivalent Macintosh PC running

a compatible version of either Excel or Lotus. The spreadsheet will run, albeit at a

much slower rate, with as little as 1 megabyte of memory.

CAPABILITIES

The most powerful feature of the database is not the fact that it contains

information on all of the journal articles, but rather that it can be quickly sorted to

find which articles contain information on a specific coin. For example, a sort could

be requested to identify all articles discussing 1858 half dollars. This software

however has the capability to sort on any column of the database. Thus, a sort could

be obtained which identifies all articles which discuss errors by sorting on the

SUBJECT column; or all articles by a particular author could be identified.

SERVICES

I want to make the information in the database available to all LSCC members at

minimal cost. Initially I have established these services:

1 . You can call me for specific limited requests. My telephone number is (713)

334-2476. The best time to call would be from 9:00 to 10:00 PM central time.

Your only cost for a specific request would be for the long distance call.

2. Hard copy printouts, sorted per your instructions, are available at 1 0 cents per

page to cover printing, copying and mailing costs.

3. An electronic disk containing the entire database is available for $1 .00 to cover

the cost of the disk and mailing. The disk can be either 3.5" or 5.25", formatted

per the specifications discussed previously.

The easiest request to satisfy is Option #1. Sorts take only a few seconds to

obtain once the computer is up. I already have the sort by denomination, date and

mintmark set up and ready to go. If you call for a list of articles pertaining to a specific

coin, I can read you the list of Collective Volume pages over the telephone. If I don't

have the sort you request readily available, it will take me a day at most to set it up.

Hard copy printouts or an electronic copy of the database will give you a

permanent record of the data, and will provide you with the information you need

for structuring your reference list to write an article for a future issue of the journal.

FUTURE PLANS

I have already received numerous suggestions for improving the database.

Several suggestions have already been implemented. Two that have not are

discussed below.

It's been suggested that the database be expanded to include articles on Liberty

Seated coinage from sources other than the journal. This is an easy expansion to

implement. All that is required is the addition of columns which identify the source
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of the articles. Now that all of the journal articles have been entered into the

database, I plan to implement this suggestion. I just need a listing for an article to

add it to the database. I have a couple which I will use as initial inputs. LSCC
members are invited to provide articles for inclusion in the database to help expand

the listed material on Seated coinage.

It has also been suggested that we make the database available via the Internet.

I plan to talk to the ANA about using their web site to do this. I'll move forward with

implementation if the talks with the ANA are successful and if the requests for

database access are sufficient to merit the effort.

The work I've done to build this database has been both rewarding and

educational. I hope that it proves to be useful to LSCC members. Suggestions for

improvements in the database can be sent to: Dick Osburn, 17 Harbor Lane,

Kemah, Texas 77565. I can be reached by telephone at (713) 334-2476.

I would like to buy, trade or just photograph cuds and heavy die breaks
on all Seated coinage for my numismatic research. I will pay well over

listed Trends prices for such items.

WANTED!!
CUDS & HEAVY DIE BREAKS
ON ALL SEATED COINAGE

1839-0 Half Dime

Retained Cud & Die Breaks

1850-0 Half Dime

Full Cud Over UN

P.O. Box 12722
Chris Pilliod

• Fort Wayne, Indiana 46864
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