


Liberty Seated dollars were withheld from circulation after about 1850, when
the price of silver on the international market rose to the point at which the Treasury
was no longer paying them out at face value. In 1861, for example, the Mint charged
$1.08 for uncirculated coins, based on a formula derived from the value of half dol-
lars at the time as stated in the 1861 Mint Report. From 1853 through the rest of
the decade, Liberty Seated dollars were made almost exclusively for export pur-
poses, sort of like an early day ‘‘trade dollar.’ These coins were shipped to China,
particularly the Northern ports. If any reader has data concerning these shipments,
apart from what already has been written by John Willem and Neil Carothers, and
apart from the information appearing in Mint records, | would be pleased to learn
of it. Of special interest would be contemporary financial and newspaper accounts
concerning the use of Liberty Seated dollars in foreign exchange.

The subject of trade dollars is also part of the study and | have already acquired
much information. Needed at this point is the clarification of technicalities, specif-
ically new information concerning the relative rarity of Type | and Type |l obverse
and reverse variety combinations of the mid-1870s. | would also like to know of the
existence of 1884 trade dollars struck in copper, the whereabouts of a complete
1884 copper Proof set which was in existence in the 1930s, and information from

anyone who has bought or sold or who has possessed silver trade dollars dated
1884 and 1885 during the past ten years.

If you can help with any of these issues | would really appreciate hearing from
you.
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