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The Club table at the Cookeville, TN show had 'counterstamped’ Liberty Seated coins on
display from the Bill Groom Collection. Here are some fascination details on the coins shown:

H. WETTSTEIN on an 1875-S 20c¢ Piece

Hermann Wettstein was a jeweler in Harvard, Illinois. He
advertised in the 1880 Illinois State Gazetteer that he would
repair watches, clocks & jewelry.

Over two dozen coins of varied denominations were stamped
by Hermann. The latest known date is 1880. It is likely around
that time that he began stamping coins in order to promote
word-of-mouth advertising.

P AR VW N. DEHAVEN on an 1870 $1
iﬂw AR R
: O .‘.}/T: e E. Whoever stamped this dollar remains a mystery.
3 . < Sl — . . . . .
: = “W L0 E Unidentified stamps like this piece are deemed
L TR A B “mavericks” by collectors. No others are known.
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3 S One Nathan Dehaven resided in Philadelphia, circa
F & 1875. The two stampings on this coin illustrate a tiny
> font, suggesting Dehaven was a fine craftsman.

I.B.B./ST. LOUIS / MO on an 1839-O Dime

Isaac B. Burbbayge was a self-professed “intelligence officer”
and “general agent.” He worked from 1839-59, largely assisting
folks heading west. He advertised his agency in eastern news-

papers. A less advertised facet of his work involved his helping
slave owners recover their escaped property. (On next page see
1847 AD, citing Isaac's services offered)

Some sixteen specimens of this counterstamp have been
recorded, the latest date of which is 1853. Isaac died in 1859.
His wife then carried on the business.

(Continued on next page)




Page 13 F-Gobrecht #242 - March 2025

Regional News cont.

GENERAL AGENCY.

I. B. BURBBAYGE’S

IMPORTANT CIRGULAR
TO PERSONS AT A DISTANCE. ,

Intelligente Office, and General Agency, of Real
Estate, Money, Newipapers, &c. &c.
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publishers of the United
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CHEM
Aloobol, Burning Fluid, Coal 0il,

Zaints & Oils, Paint Brushes,
ARTISTS' MATERIALS. ETC,

PERFUMERY,
Toilet Articles, Fine Toilet Soaps,
TOOTH AND HAIR BRUSB&!\,
AGEXT FOR DI HUMPHREYS'
SPRCIFIC HOMEOPATHIC REMEMES,
For Sule by the Package or in Cases,
A e
Also, ot ic
Medigines by the Buttk or Case.
Also, t for the CALIFORNIA
FIRE & WATER-PROOF PAINT,
The Chenpest, Paint in the State,
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(Continued on next page)
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J.L. POLHEMUS / DRUGGIST /190 J St. COR. 7
SACRAMENTO. CAL. on an 1849 25¢ Piece

James L.Polhemus was born in NY in 1825. He sailed to California during the
gold rush of 1849 and opened his pharmacy in 1850. His was a retail and wholesale
business. (On previous page, see PRINT of his SHOP, ca. 1857 & AD dated 1863)

Note that this stamp incorporates a tiny mortar & pestle,
a pictorial, symbolizing the apothecary profession.
Pictorial images like this appeal to collectors; thereby,
enhancing the value of counterstamps.

James stamped many dozens of coins, the latest date of
which is 1857. One of his stamped coins was a privately
minted, $50 gold slug, recovered from the ocean floor
wreckage of the S.S. Central America. This historic piece
realized $48,000 in a 2001 auction!

R.I. LOMAS on an 1877-S Trade $1

Given this relatively uncommon Scotch surname and initials, the probable issuer of
this counterstamp was Robert I. Lomas of NY City. He operated a popular restaurant at

243 Centre St. from 1859-86. Robert and partner, Wm. Abbott, also ran a dry goods
store at 303 Grand Avenue. Like many issuers of counterstamped coins, Robert was a
Free Mason. When Robert died in 1899, the Robert 1. Lomas, & well knawn citizen of

Trenton Times described him as “a famous e T,;‘”"""""“ Ward, gied &t hia homa, 109
an Nuren atreet, yesterday, In hs 524 yvear
restaurant man of older NY.” (see OBIT m;- de'u);drn Aue (o general weaknoss, (h’c re-
. it of ald age Mr Lomas was the former

from the Brooklyn Daily Eagle, dated May 4, ewner of the Centor Market Coffee House. fo
1899) Manhattan. It had been in existence more
than hall a century when he gave |t up and
Brunk recorded a mere five Lomas counter- | retired 1o Brooklyn absul twenty years ageo

Mr lomas was born at Mamaroneck, N. Y
stamps, one on a quarter and four on Trade and was 1he on of the Rev. Willam lnmn\ N
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\ Dollars weren't then w2 contemporary with him. will preveh Nis
i3 legal tender in the funeral sermon Mr Lomas was & member of
» Putnam Lodge of Free Marans He nar alro
'U.S.A., but they were [ a Veteran Valunteer Fireman, darving heen a
] L7 member of Engine No 25 and Hose No 6,
- valued for their silver | B0 S SHEHE S0 WIvived By Nis wife
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.

(Continued on next page)




Page 15 F-Gobrecht #242 - March 2025

Regional News cont.

SPRAGUE & BLODGETT / GEORGIA MINSTRELS /
ADMIT ONE on an 1853 50c Piece

Zenas W. Sprague and his theatrical promotions agent, Wash Blodgett were based in
Chicago. They operated a traveling minstrel show. Featured performers were black.
As the cost of admission was fifty cents, these stamped half dollars were given out in
change; this, as a means of promoting word-of-mouth advertising on the circulating
coins... Brunk's “little billboards.”

Some sixteen of these stamped half dollars have been recorded. The latest date seen is
1877. As Blodgett died in 1880, the use of these promotional coins was likely within a
few years prior to Blodgett's demise.

USE G.G.G. on an 1854 Half Dime

Charles H. Goodwin, born in 1829, was an apothecary or druggist,
located at 49 Water St. in Exeter, New Hampshire; this, during the
1850's. Charles secured patents on two of his concoctions. Good-
win's Grand Goose Grease was a hair tonic. Goodwin's Grand
Grease juice, this G.G.G. counterstamp, was a breath perfume.
(see ADVERTISEMENT,

dated 1856) | CHARLES H. GOODWIN,
Over fifty of Goodwin's | DEUBSIST & MANUFACTURING CHEMIST.

DEALER IN

counterstamped coins are Drugs, Medicines, Dye Stuffs, Parfumary and Fancy Goods.

; ; Invontor, Manafacturer, and Proprs
known to exist on a variety €66 o ol 7. GHDWITS GRAND GRRISUOICE OF QUINTISSENCE OF FAY,

of denominations. The The grest Axcunscax Compound foe the embellishment, preservation, growtl, sod besuty of the Human Halr.
. . . The wurivailed Bresth Perfimoe
smallest coin is a silver @ €. 6. 6, GOODWINS GRAND GLITTERING GLOSULES, er AMERGSIAL ARONATIO YANKER CACHOUR

three cent piece. The latest [ & & ™ ™ & oA S n i Srm e B e P, St g e oF Quickstiver.
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orders to be addressed to CHARLES 0 at

of his stamped coins is e e

dated 1857. No.49 Water Street, Exster, N. K.

(Continued on next page)




