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Introduction

Rhode Island.

The Story of Farmer Brown

Farmer Brown is remembered as an old-time farmer of limited means who in his later years 
lived with his wife in an extremely modest fashion.  The old farmer had passed away in the early 

running around and drafty winds blowing through patched up windows.  Little else is remembered 
about Farmer Brown and his wife as decades have passed and those who knew them well are long 

which was bequeathed to his daughter and subsequently passed on to his grandson and granddaugh-
ter, Uncle G and Aunt S.  As required for settlement of the estate, the box of coins was appraised by a 
local dealer in January 1986 and assigned a value of $9652.  Uncle G took possession of the chest as 
Aunt S had no interest in the collection.  It turns out that Uncle G similarly had little interest in the 
collection as after transferring the coins from the wooden crate in which they were originally con-
tained into 2 big plastic bins, the coins subsequently sat in the basement unloved for nearly the next 4 
decades.  It was then sometime in 2022 when Uncle G gave the bins of coins to his son Cousin K.

Contents of the Hoard and Meetings with Cousin K

Before consulting with me, Cousin K showed a few coins to a local RI dealer who was report-
edly impressed by what he saw.  The local dealer basically told Cousin K that the collection was too 
much for him to handle and that he should seek some serious help in organizing and handling the  
collection.  After that local consultation, Cousin K began studying and learning a bit about coins and 
soon began to realize that he was in possession of a potentially very valuable collection.  After being 
referred to me by Aunt A, he gave me a call to chat about what he found thus far sorting through the 
collection.  During our initial call, Cousin K mentioned that he had a 1916 quarter and an 1893 Mor-
gan dollar.  Being a bit skeptical I asked him to text me a couple of pictures.  He quickly obliged and 
sent me pictures of a VF or so 1916 Standing Liberty quarter and an 1893- S Morgan. 
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Then followed pictures of a 1794 Flowing Hair half dollar and a relatively high grade 1806 Draped 
Bust quarter!  After catching my breath and asking what else he had, we decided that we had better 
meet up so that I could get a good look at everything.

Our first meeting in early 2023 lasted about 6 hours or so, where I was presented with literally 
hundreds if not thousands of coins, the most modern of which was a Franklin half from the late 

-worn copper 
colonials to silver dated as far back as 1794.  I poured through small cardboard boxes filled with half 
cents, large cents, two-cent pieces, bust coins of every denomination, early to mid-20th century coins 
and of particular interest to this article, a good number of Liberty Seated half dimes, dimes, quarters, 
half dollars and even a few Seated and Trade dollars.  Also present was a large bag of Spanish or 
Spanish Colonial 8 Reales and other foreign pieces which were saved for another day.  That bag is still 

Interestingly, Farmer Brown had placed certain series into circa 1940 blue Whitman folders 
which were somewhat flimsy and moldy after decades in the basement.  This provided some evidence 
that Farmer Brown was actually collecting as opposed to simply tossing coins into bins.  Just as a  
teaser, imagine the look in my eyes when I saw the 2 folders comprising a 100 % complete set of   
Barber Quarters, AG and better, and a nearly complete set of Standing Liberty quarters (no 18/17 
overdate) in fine or better condition.

It was obvious to Cousin K and I that many of these coins were likely circulation finds dating 

We also speculated that some of the earlier coins (e.g., the old coppers and the bust and seated coins), 
may have been passed down to Farmer Brown by ancestors further back in family history as it was 

We proceeded to begin sorting what we found by placing selected better coins into flips and 
organizing further into series by date and mint mark, while also paying close attention to potential  

Liberty Seated coins.  During this first meeting, we also discussed the benefits of certification for 
some of the better coins that now resided in the so-
present selected findings from the Liberty Seated series.

Liberty Seated Dollars and Trade Dollars

A handful of Liberty Seated Dollars and Trade Dollars were amongst the hoard; however,  
they were neither scarce dates and/or mintmarks nor conditionally special.  One coin was deemed 
worthy of this summary; that one being an 1860-O Seated Dollar that I graded about XF 40. That  
single coin is pictured to the left on the next page.

(Continued on next page)
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Liberty Seated Half Dollars

As we processed through the hoard, 
the following better date and/or better grade 
Seated Halves were found: 1846 Tall Date, 
1846-O Medium Date, 1854-O, 1855-O, 
1856-P, O and S, 1886, 1887, 1888 and 
1889.  Although several of these coins     
displayed evidence of ancient cleaning, in my 
estimate this group of Seated halves ranged 
in grade from varying levels of VF to AU. 

were well circulated rather than the more 
typically encountered AU and Uncirculated. 

A good deal more, 36 in all, common 
date/mintmark and well circulated Seated 
halves were present, and will make a good 
start at populating a Dansco Liberty Seated 
half dollar album.  Space precludes provid-
ing pictures of the full complement of    
Seated halves, but below are some pictures 
of the more notable coins.

(Continued on next page)
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(Continued on next page)
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Liberty Seated Quarters

A similarly interesting group of Liberty Seated quarters was also uncovered.  In all, 16 L.S. 
quarters with varying degrees of circulation wear were found.  Shown below and on next page are  
several of the more notable coins including:

(Continued on next page)
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Liberty Seated Dimes  (Description on next page)

(Continued on next page)

(Continued from previous page)

-



Page 25 E-Gobrecht #242 - March 2025

Liberty Seated Dimes cont.

When reviewing the Liberty Seated dimes in the hoard, it was readily apparent that these were 
all pulled from circulation many years ago as there were very few that could even achieve an XF 
grade.  Various dates and mintmarks were found, including an 1865-

and I met.  Look at the first group shot on previous page and see if you can find the 1865-S among 
the dozen or so coins in the shot?  A second group picture of additional Seated dimes is included for 

Liberty Seated Half Dimes

A rather large group of Liberty Seated half dimes was found amongst the hoard.  In this group 
a few stood out owing to their higher grades.  These better grade Seated half dime examples include 
an 1843, 1860, 1862 and 1868-S.

(Continued on next page)
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Many more Seated half dimes were found as evidenced in the group pictures below.          

(Continued on next page)
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including a Selection of Coins for Certification

Cousin K and I discussed the option of having some of the coins from the aforementioned 

that service.  It quickly became apparent that we would need to accomplish this endeavor in chunks as 
there were a great many coins that would benefit from certification while expenses needed to also be   
considered.

We assembled 2 initial groups for submission: one being a group of 4 high value coins for the 
express tier and another group of 14 for the standard tier.  All were brought to the Baltimore      
Whitman Show in November 2024 and handed off to NGC.  Among the express tier was a 1794 half 
dollar, the 1916 SLQ, the 1893-S Morgan, and a 1901-
those 4 coins for another day in other journal articles.

Several coins of interest in this article were submitted to the standard tier while in Baltimore. 
The submission included the following Seated halves: 1846 Tall Date and 1846-O Medium Date, 
1856- P, O and S and 1887, 1888, and 1889.  Also included for submission was the 1860-O Seated 
dollar.  As mentioned, a good deal more Seated Halves and a few other Seated Dollars were present, 
but were either deemed more appropriate for a future economy tier submission or not suitable for 
certification.

As this article is being written, a second standard tier submission as well as an economy      
submission is being prepared.  Liberty Seated coins in these pending submissions include a few more 
Seated halves, and many of the Seated quarters, dimes and half dimes pictured above.

Certification Results for the Seated Halves and Dollar

First to come back to us were the 4 coins submitted via the Express Tier.  As mentioned, these 
results will be summarized elsewhere.

Certification results for the Seated coins to the Standard Tier submission were available in 
mid-

-cleaned, 1846-O Medium Date 
XF details-cleaned, 1856-P AU 55, 1856-O AU 58, 1856-S XF details-cleaned, 1887 VF 20, 1888 VF 
20, and 1889 F 15.  The 1860 O Seated Dollar graded XF 45.

Status of the Farmer Brown Hoard February 2025

the hoard!  We continue to organize the collection and come up with plans to certify additional coins

(Continued on next page)
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that would benefit from professional grading.  These future submissions will include 2 lower grade, 

Bust half dimes, dimes, quarters and halves.  Yes, there are 2 Bust Dollars as well although they are 

coinage, but who knows, as there is still a bit more digging to do, and a lot of attributions to make. 
Cousin K continues to study and acquire coin knowledge and can now be considered a new and     

Society (BCCS), NENA News and perhaps elsewhere as there is lots to share from this long neglected 
magnificent treasure.

(Continued from previous page)

(END)

Call for LSCC Hall of  Fame Nominations for 2025 (Due by April 15)

Nominations are being accepted for the LSCC Hall of Fame.  A Nomination Form must be   
received by April 15.  For information about the Hall of Fame, requirements for nomination, and access 
to the Nomination Form, please visit the LSCC website, https://lsccweb.org/LSCC/Hall-of-Fame.

Questions or concerns regarding the LSCC Hall of Fame may be directed to Craig Eberhart,
LSCC Vice President.  Contact information is on the last page of this issue or send to:

Craig Eberhart at craig@eberhart.us or P.O. Box 1386, Los Alamos, NM 87544

Nominator ___________________________  LSCC Member    Yes / No
Nominee   ___________________________   

Provide any of the following information to assist with the selection: 
1.  Time as LSCC Club Officer or Leader / Position
2.  Collections Built, including grade and as many specifics as possible
3.  Published Writings (Liberty Seated Books, Articles, etc.)
4.  Club Contributions (promoting or assisting the LSCC in its mission)
5.  Numismatic or LSCC Awards


