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Cookeville Coin Show on February 15, 2025

[Editor]: Due to the timing of this February issue, we were not able to get the
event notice for the Cookeville Coin Club’s Coin Show (TN) into the regular Regional
Report and Event Calendar. The LSCC has had a Club table at this event for a few years
now and it again was hosted by Dennis Fortier, VP.

The show was held this past Saturday on February 15, 2025 at the Cookeville
Community Center, 240 Carlen Drive, Cookeville, TN 38501. This year, there was a nice
Liberty Seated coin display highlighted by some extra nice ‘Counterstamped’ various
denominations. More on this past show next month, but take a look at these very
interesting examples that were on display:

S E h CENTURY LIB Y SEATED CO

' During the 1800's the practice of coins by merchants, crafismen and others \:35
commonplace. It's been estimated that, by the 1850's perhaps as much as \(_)/o

§ of the coins in circulation were counterstamped. These included many foreign
coins, simply valued for their metal content. Large cents were the primary
targets, given that their diameter exceeded that of some higher valued coms.

§l Half cent pieces and colonial era coppers weren't spared, either. Silversmiths,
- gunsmiths, patentees, blacksmiths, photographers, saloon keepers and all ﬂ}a}lne"
Al of other occupations participated in this fad. The purpose varied .... advertising,
- i testing a product stamp, making a memento or a business check were but a few
L of the motives. The Civil War resulted in the hoarding of coinage, and this much
8 curtailed the practice. Following the war, the practice somewhat resumed but

i never returned to the peak, 1850's.

il From 1837-91, silver Liberty Seated coins were produced in six different

§ denominations and many design variations. Stampers didn't spare these or even

f some gold coins. This display of the major Liberty Seated coins then circulating
§ provides some insight as to where these coins were stamped, by whom and for
yvhat purpose. Early directories, newspapers and a host of other, online resources
illuminate the bygone stories these counterstamped coins do tell ....

(Continued on next page)
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